The Jim Butler
Quartet

At Half Tone, March 3rd
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Change is a necessary part of life and the changes that
saxophonist Jim Butler has undergone in the past few
years are quite remarkable. His recent gig at Half Tone in
Tachikawa showed a man bristling with new ideas.

On his excellent 2003 CD, Journcys, he balanced a batch
of inspired originals with some choice covers. Recorded
in Texas, the album was a classy affair featuring Butler on
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both alto and soprano. The disc bounced with the occasional
bossa nova beat and some smooth blowing.

However, his latest album, Live In Tokyo!, showcases
a whole new man. His blowing is much more intense and
the Japanese band backing him jams far more freely. It was
recorded a mere fifteen months ago but Butler has already
moved on. His show at Half Tone pushed the intensity level
up a notch.

The quartet started the set with an excellent original
composition, “Journey To The End Of The Night.” It was
a full throttle free for all that threatened to lose control of
itself but never did.

The tender “Broken Heart”, also from the new CD, lived
up to its title. Butler blew some beautiful bass heavy notes
from the bottom register as drummer Keichiro Uemura
floated over his kit with the brushes. The tune ended with a
falling freeform passage that recalled Pharaoh Sanders at his
most cosmic.

They then brought up the tempo with a rollicking take
of Antonio Carlos Jobim’s “Favela”. When Butler sat out
the band really took off. ravaging their instruments. Pianist
Toshiya Murayama looked to be on the verge of an out of
body experience. Butler responded by blowing his top. His
vibe changed with each tune and the funk was deep on this
cut.

“Wild Blue Horizon,” from Journeys, had a new-day-
rising vibe akin to Coltrane at his most spiritual. The soft
melody was ironically responsible for some his most atonal
blowing. Drummer Uemura played the skins with his bare

hands and Murayama tickled some choice notes.

A few sweet standards were given a run-through.
“Body And Soul” was delicate without being cautious and
Coltrane’s “Straight Street”, with its knee-jerk rhythm was
perfect for the quartet to explore. Butler’s original “Prayer
For World Peace™ was an uplifting affair with an inspired
gospel flavor. The saxophonist strangled his alto senseless
before the band brought it down for some introspective
individual playing

The final tune, “Little Train,” surged like its locomotive
namesake. Uemura took a wild drum solo, looking like
a windmill in a hurricane. The quartet was undoubtedly
Butler’s band but he was completely wrapped up in his
compatriots” music, giving then equal room to move. Like
many of the great seekers, Trane or Charles Lloyd, this
saxophonist is on a glorious journey. 2
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